
The following is a summary transcription and report of the Maryland Oyster Advisory 
Commission (OAC) Meeting recorded on May 19, 2025.

The meeting was hosted by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and focused 
on the conclusion of the 2024–2025 oyster season, hatchery production, and sanctuary 
restoration updates.

I. Call to Order and Administrative Remarks

● Time: 5:44 PM EDT.
● Opening: The OAC Chair called the meeting to order. A roll call was performed, and the 

minutes from the previous session were approved.
● Objective: Review final data from the recently concluded harvest season and coordinate 

on spring restoration efforts.

II. 2024–2025 Oyster Harvest Season Wrap-Up

● Final Harvest Data: Staff provided a comprehensive review of the oyster season that 
ended in March 2025.

○ Total bushel counts were reported, with a focus on regional performance (e.g., 
Upper vs. Lower Bay).

○ Discussion on market trends and the impact of weather-related closures on the 
commercial industry.

● Enforcement Review: A summary from the Natural Resources Police (NRP) on citation 
rates and compliance throughout the season.

III. Hatchery and Restoration Updates

● Horn Point Laboratory: Staff briefed the commission on the start of the 2025 spawning 
season.

○ Current spat-on-shell production targets were discussed.
○ Discussion on the logistics of transporting and planting spat in the target tributaries.

● Large-Scale Restoration: Updates on the Manokin River and St. Mary’s River 
restoration projects, including planned substrate (shell or stone) placement for Summer 
2025.

IV. Sanctuary Monitoring

● Ecological Surveys: Preliminary data from sanctuary monitoring sites were presented. 
The discussion focused on spat "strike" (natural settlement) density and the health of 
vertical reef structures.

● Five-Year Review: The commission discussed the methodology for the upcoming 5-year 
sanctuary review, which evaluates the biological and economic impact of protected areas.

V. Financial and Legislative Updates

● Budget Overview: Review of the state funding allocated for the Oyster Restoration 
Program for the upcoming fiscal year.

● 2025 Legislative Session: A brief summary of oyster-related bills that were passed 
during the 2025 Maryland General Assembly session.

VI. Public Comment and Adjournment

● Public Input: Stakeholders including watermen and environmentalists provided 
testimony regarding the management of public oyster bars versus sanctuaries.



● Next Meeting: Scheduled for June 2025.
● Adjournment: The meeting concluded at approximately 8:30 PM EDT.

Note: For the full verbatim audio and video record of this session, you can access the 
Archive.org item here. Written minutes are typically released after approval at the subsequent 
OAC meeting.


